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Gospel Lesson:  Luke 16:19 – 31 
 

On my first visit to the Grand Canyon, its vastness and beauty were not surprising to me.  
Instead, I was overtaken by the fearful side of awe.  It is impossible from the ground to take in 
the “the great chasm” created by the Colorado River and centuries geological transformation.  
It is breathtaking and fear inducing.  A friend said to me on that first visit, “Can you imagine 
what it must have been like to be the first person to happen upon one of these ridges?  Then 
she said, “They had to have fallen in!”  With that my fear was solidified! 

In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus invites us to take a look from overhead into a parable 
about another ‘Great Chasm.’   A chasm is defined as a deep break, crack, or gap in the earth’s 
surfaces.  It is also descriptive of a wide separation in perspectives, sentiments, and interests. 
This parable describes two men: one rich and one poor.  Jesus describes them with vastly 
different attributes such as the rich man who dressed in purple and who ate well daily. Then 
the poor man, who laid outside of the rich man’s gated housing complex, whose body had 
sores, and who longed for food.  In life on this side of heaven, one is living comfortably and 
lavishly while the other is agonizing and hungry.  The chasm between their lived experiences is 
vast and difficult to take in by an initial glance.  It would appear that Jesus is teaching the 
listener that suffering on this side of heaven will be redeemed on the other.  In this parable, 
one man’s suffering becomes normalized and ignored, even confused as redemptive.  The other 
man’s selfishness is portrayed as an indictment for an unredeemable future in the afterlife.    I 
wonder, why there is no mention of redemption in the present life?  

Why can we not see the reality of wealth gaps, housing disparities, access to a living 
wage, and equal treatment under the law as our very present invitation from God to eliminate 
the void?  I wonder, if the closer we get to the ridges of that which separates us, are we 
overtaken by the awe of God’s presence with us to do justice?  Or are we overtaken by fear that 
when we seek the common good for others, we just might fall in!   

It is Jesus’ invitation to us to be creators of justice, not contributors to chasms.  The 
disparities of lived experiences between the wealthy and poor, whiteness and non-whites, 
straight and same gender-loving, and all oppression require redemption in this present life.  The 
call to restore and repair the breach between abundance and lack, normative and othering is 
invitation to all of us.  The chasm between us is not fixed in this life, it requires your gifts and 
graces, your compassion and wisdom, and your hands and feet to be creative in our response to 
injustice and oppression. The chasm of racial injustice is not a fixed void.  It is a void of 
creativity and will.   Jesus tells us in the gospel of John that he came that ALL might have life 
and that to the full – abundant life.  In our text today, we are challenged and invited to mind 
the gap toward abundant life; not to create abundance for ourselves and ourselves only.  
Christ’s invitation is a continuing invitation to join him in redeeming the rich and selfish as well 
as the poor and agonizing.  God’s beloved, might we accept Jesus’ invitation to be creative in 
disrupting  the chasms of injustice facing us on this side of heaven, so that ALL might live in the 
fullness of life though Christ Jesus, our brother and redeemer.  May it be so…    


